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lIT-B students and faculty guard
their inventions by patenting them

SAFEGUARDING CREATIVITY 89 national and international patents filed in academic year 2013-14

Apoorva Puranik
= apooevapuranik@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: Students and profes-
sors at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay (IIT-B)
are increasingly filing national
and international patents to
safeguard their technological
inventions.

Till recently, academic institu-
tions preferred publishing work
in research papers, as the time
and money consumed was almost
negligible. However, owing to the
rising infringement of copy-
rights and intellectual property,
thenumberof patents filed under
the premiere engineering college
has gone up. In the academic year
2013-14, 89 national and interna-
tional patents have been filed,
as against 19 in 2008-09. In this
academic year, two Indian pat-
ents and eight US patents have
already been granted.

Chetan Solanki, associate
professor with the department
of energy science at IIT-B, has
filed two patents in this academic
vear. Solanki, along with a team
of students, has patented a tech-
nology which can clean solar
power panels using the ambient
moisture available.

The institute has held sev-
eral seminars to create aware-
ness about Intellectual Property

A patent was filed for communica-
tion in remote monitoring systems
which makes use of solar energy
and mobile phone towers to
channelise communication in
remote areas by students from the
department of energy science.

RECOGNITION FOR INNOVATIONS

Automatic Windshield Wiper
System was patented by students
from the Mechanical Engineering
Department which is an automatic
system for wiping windshields of
automobiles

At lIT-B, a number of patents have
been filed in the areas of chemical
synthesis, electrical and
electronics, energy and environ-
ment, healthcare, aerospace etc

ed the outstanding IPR perform-

u The solar cleaning

Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry highlight-

ance of IIT Bombay as one of the
top five entities filing Indian pat-
ents applications in the field of
information.

technology panel was
patented by Chetan Solanki
and his team of students.

HT PHOTO

“This technology
works for areas with
minimal water. It
has been found that
the efficiency of
solar panels is
reduced by around
40% if not cleaned
regularly for more
than a month.This
will help save
significant amount
of water and
maintain efficiency
of the solar plant.”

CHETAN SOLANKI,
associate professor
with the department
of energy science

at lIT-B

Rights and patents. In February
2014, the second International
Conference on Management
of Intellectual Property and
Strategy was organised by IIT
Bombay.

In 2009, 1IT-B signed a memo-
randum of understanding with

‘Intellectual ventures’, an inven-
tion capital company based in
Washington DC, for commer-
clalisation of its patents. There
have been arguments for and
against this step. While the proc-
ess of patenting becomes easier
through the company; and it pays

the institute for licensing, along
with bearing the patenting costs,
the patent rights of the technol-
ogy have to be handed over to the
company. “Patenting is useful if
someone wants to make commer-
cial use of the technology and pro-
tect its intellectual property right.

However, if the patent rights are
handed over to the company; it
becomes difficult for the devel-
oper to get the license back if he
wishes to commercialise it on
his own,"” said V Ramgopal Rao,
professor, electrical engineering,
department, who holds 25 patents.
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Rise in Chinese women

taking up GMAT

NEW DELHI: There has been a
tremendous upsurge in women
taking GMAT in China as64Y% of
the total tests taken in 2013 were
by yvoung Chinese women. In
contrast, women made up 26%
of the GMAT test takers in India.

This was revealed in the just
released mba.com Prospective
Students Survey in 2014, carried
out by GMAC.

Gregg Schoenfeld, Director,
Management Education

Research, GMAC told HT:
“China’s single child policy has
been the most significant ena-
bler for aiding financial secu-
rity of women graduates there,
The average age for females
was around 25 for Indian citi-
zens against about 22 in China.
A critical factor for vounger
GMAT test takers in China could
be their financial ability to pay
for such costs.”

VANITA SRIVASTAVA
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NIT-K director gets second notice

Special Correspondent

The Returning Officer for Dakshina Kannada Lok Sabha constituency A.B. Ibrahim has served second notice to the
director of the National Institute of Technology — Karnataka (NIT-K) at Surathkal, asking him why he should not
recommend the Election Commissicn of India to take legal action against the directer, for giving a vague reply in
connection with allowing BJP leaders to campaign in the premises of the institute on April 1.

The second notice was served on April 11, the Additional Returning Officer and the Additional Deputy
Commissioner B. Sadashiva Prabhu teld presspersens on Monday.

Violation

At the same time the flying squad of the commissicn has filed a complaint of viclating model code of conduct
against BJP leaders Nalin Kumar Kateel, H.N. Ananth Kumar, J. Krishna Palemar, N. Yogish Bhat and Rajani
Dugganna for campaigning in the premises of the institute on April 1 without permission. The complaint was
registered at Surathkal police station on April 11, he said.

To a question Mr. Prabhu said that Mr. Kumar has not replied to the notice served to him earlier.
Vague reply

Mr. Prabhu said that in the second notice served to the director the Returning Officer said that the reply given by the
director to the first notice was not satisfactory and vague.

The director did not clarify whether the BJP leaders campaigned in the premises or net and whether its security
personnel were aware of it.

The fact that the director was not aware of the activities taking place in the premises of the institute was a “cause of
concern” considering that the government institute was of national repute, said Mr. Prabhu.

District Magistrate and Deputy Commissioner of Dakshina Kannada A. B. Ibrahim has issued an order saying that
legal action will be taken against those employers if they did not allow their employees to vote on April 17. The order
was issued on Menday. The government has declared April 17 as a paid holiday to enable all to vote. It applied to
both the organised and unerganised sector, according to the Additional Deputy Commissioner B. Sadashiva Prabhu.
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